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spaghetti were soon forthcoming, and even this little nourishment
refreshed us and renewed our strength to such an extent that
three-quarters of an hour later we were ready to set off "for Gamp
III. An invaluable addition to our little party was Captain Noel,
the indefatigable photographer of the expedition, who had already
spent four days and three nights on the North Col. He formed our
rearguard and nursed us safely down the steep snow and ice
slopes on to the almost level basin of the glacier below. Before
5.30 p.m., only forty minutes after leaving the col, we reached
Gamp III. Since midday, from our highest point we had de-
scended over 6000 feet ; but we were quite finished.
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One more attempt the expedition of 1922 was to make. And
it was doomed to be the most short-lived and disastrous one that
has ever been made against the king of mountains.

The main base, at which the whole party gathered after the
Finch-Bruce attempt, resembled a field hospital more than a
mountaineers' camp, and of the high climbers only Mallory and
Somervell were fit for further work. Also, dark banks of monsoon
clouds had appeared to the south, and snow was falling in deep
drifts on the upper slopes of the mountain. Resolved on a last
try, however, Mallory and Somervell again pushed up the
glaciers and, with Crawford, Wakefield, and a squad of porters
helping, began their preparations for a third ascent.

GEORGE LEIGH-MALLORY

But the North Col had first to be reached. With so much
new snow to contend with we should hardly get there in one day.
If we were to make the most of our chance in the interval of
fair weather, we should lose no time in carrying up the loads for
some part of the distance. It was decided therefore to begin this
work on the following day, June 7.

In the ascent to the North Col after the recent snowfall we
considered that an avalanche was to be feared only in one place :
the steep final slope below the shelf. There we could afford to
run no risk ; we must test the snow and be certain that it was
safe before we could cross this slope. Probably we should be
obliged to leave our loads below it, having gained, as a result of